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The Albert Coates Memorial Trust provides tertiary level scholarships 

for health professionals in regional Australia. 

 

The Trust honours the life of Sir Albert Coates through publications, 

education programmes and associated educational awards. 

 

Trust programmes are supported by donations, bequests and fund-

raising activities. 

 

 

 

 MISSION STATEMENT 
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About the Albert Coates Memorial Trust 

The Albert Coates Memorial Trust is a volunteer-run, Ballarat-based 

organisation which, since 1998, has raised funds to present scholarships for 

medical purposes, with a strong emphasis on regional areas.  The scholarships 

are awarded in areas of interest and relevance to the life and achievements of 

Sir Albert Coates, the Ballarat-born surgeon of the Thai-Burma Railway.  

Albert Coates served in Gallipoli, Egypt and Flanders as a medical orderly and 

with the Intelligence Corps. At 46 he volunteered for duty in World War 11 

and went as Senior Surgeon with the 2/10th AGH of the 8th Division to 

Malaya. Captured by the Japanese in Sumatra he was taken to Burma. As a 

surgeon on the infamous Thai-Burma railway, he saved hundreds of lives.  

 

  



 

A major focus during the 2013/2014 financial year 

has been on the issue of succession planning and 

ensuring the long term future of the Coates Trust.  

The challenge was set for all Trust and Committee 

members to review their own situations and suggest 

potential short, medium or long term replacements 

depending on their personal circumstances.   

In January, 2014 a meeting was conducted around a 

relaxed lunch where future directions and 

membership issues were discussed.  Amongst the 

key issues were; the question of the number and 

management of existing and new scholarships, the 

best ways to ensure the success of Trust 

programmes and the question of succession 

planning. 

Through the year a number of new faces have joined 

the committee and I thank those individuals for 

making a commitment to the work of the Trust.  

In December 2013, Winifred Gherardin resigned as a 

Trustee, after serving in that role for fifteen years.  

We are pleased that both Win and Wal Gherardin 

agreed to stay on the committee.   Dr. Don Moss 

was elected by the Trust to take up the vacancy 

created. 

 

 

TED LYNES  OAM          

HON. CHAIR 

Highlights of the year included the 

presentation of the Albert Coates Prize as 

part of the graduation ceremony for the 

Graduate Diploma of Surgical Anatomy at 

Graduate House in the grounds of the 

University of Melbourne.  The course 

continues to attract around 120 

participants each year.   

The Coates Oration was presented by Dr. 

Rosalind Hearder in a very memorable 

address on the many doctors who served 

as prisoners of war on the Thai-Burma 

Railway. 

This presentation gave a broad account of 

the context of Albert Coates’ service and 

gave all those attending a greater 

appreciation of the terrible challenges 

faced by all the prisoners and the POW 

doctors doing all that could be done to 

save lives.  

A packed Oration dinner was addressed 

by recipients of Trust scholarship awards, 

once again bringing to life the impact of 

the work of the Trust.  

Activities of the Committee range from 

the detailed administration of the 

finances to the management of the 

various scholarship programmes, 

organising of fund-raising events and the 

production of Trust publicity posters and 

annual report.   

My thanks also go to our many financial 

supporters and those offering help in 

kind.  Without this essential support, the 

Trust could not offer its range of 

scholarships. 

Ted Lynes 

 

I express my thanks to members 

of the Trust and the Committee 

for their support during what has 

been a challenging time.   

REPORT from the CHAIR 
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   ROGER TRUDGEON    

    HON. SECRETARY 

 

   SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Three suitcases were produced with each one including 

reference books, albums of postcard images, photographs 

of Coates’ life, surgical gowns, lab coats, stethoscopes and 

items designed to inspire creative projects about the life, 

times and meaning of the contribution of Albert Coates.   

During the year Elizabeth and I toured health services in 

the Loddon-Mallee and Grampians Regions of Victoria.  

These areas are the ones that either featured in the most 

recent round of RIPERN awards or will be included in the 

next round for 2015.   

In a number of the hospitals, previously-titled Emergency 

Departments have been re-named as ‘Urgent Care’ 

centres, changing the expectations of patients and the 

manner in which medical situations are managed. Centres 

visited were Wedderburn, Charlton, St. Arnaud, Donald, 

Birchip, Warracknabeal, Boort, Kerang, Castlemaine and 

Kyneton. Copies of the Mentor information sheet and 

brochures were left at each place.   

There was already a good level of awareness of the Coates 

Trust but as a result of these visits a better understanding 

of the training options and practicalities of regional nursing 

was gathered. 

Members of the Trust were pleased to meet with 

representatives of the Victorian Veterans’ Council in mid-

2014 to follow up on earlier correspondence on the 

activities of the Trust.  

Ted Lynes, Rudy Novotny and I were able to set out the 

thoroughness of our financial management, as well as the 

systems in place to manage the range of scholarship 

programmes and awards offered.  Matters of concern on 

both sides were able to be aired and clarified.   

My thanks go to committee members for their work and 

commitment to the aims of the Trust and Elizabeth 

Trudgeon for work on publications and the Museum in a 

Suitcase project.   

Roger Trudgeon 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the year the Coates Trust 

Committee members and supporters 

have worked hard to maintain the 

range of scholarship awards offered.   

Whether working with the 

Department of Health with nursing 

scholarships, Federation University 

Australia or the University of 

Melbourne, the collaborations 

ensured excellent candidates were 

applying for awards and successful 

outcomes achieved. 

A significant project for the year 

centred on the Museum in a Suitcase 

project funded by a grant from the 

Rotary Club of Ballarat South.  

This project was developed by 

Elizabeth Trudgeon and me,  being 

presented to Mount Pleasant Primary 

School in August, 2014 after many 

months of research, writing and 

securing of the many components of 

the suitcases.  
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We thank the VVC for its administration of our 

invested funds from the Australian Legion of   

Ex-Service Men and Women. 



 

 

For the Year 2013-2014 the Albert Coates 

Memorial Trust can once again report a very 

good financial performance. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Trust again gratefully acknowledges all donations 

received during the year, from the major donors as well as the 

many individual supporters, dispersed all over the country.  

 

However, particular mention must be made of the constant 

and significant financial support of the Australian Legion of  

Ex-Service Men and Women, over many years. 

 

It is noted that the ACMT carries forward, into the new 

financial year, a $27,400 Scholarship funding reserve, which is 

a critical cash flow requirement, as the scholarship allocations 

commence in September and the major annual income item 

falls into the October/ November time frame. 

 

The generally low interest rates prevailing for the financial 

year have negatively impacted on income and donations, 

which has fortunately been offset in other areas.  

 

The outlook for 2014/15 is that similar conditions will prevail. 

 

Rudy Novotny 

  TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

        RUDY NOVOTNY      

        HON. TREASURER 
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ACMT Financial Report 2013- 2014 

    For the Year 2013-2014 the ACMT can once again report a very good financial performance. 

 
 

                        

  ACMT Donations for financial year 2013- 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives 2013-2014 Outcomes 

To provide substantial Scholarships at Primary, 
Tertiary Graduate and Post Graduate levels, 
focussing predominantly on the Medical 
Profession. 

17 Scholarships awarded totalling $55,600. 

To seek Donations and Income at Private, 
Institutional and Corporate Levels to sustain 
ongoing Scholarships. 

Total Income for the financial year $74,014 
  Donations                         $60,472 
  Interest                                $7,232 
  Functions                            $6,138 
  Book Sales                             $172 

To continue to grow the Trust’s Equity Total Equity $134,152, Increase of $8601 
  

To minimise Operating costs of the Trust Total Expenses (excluding Scholarships) $9,813. 
  Functions & Oration         $3,944 
  Organising Scholarships  $1,500 
  Printing & Postage           $1,780 
  Other                                   $2,589 

Donor Purpose Amount $ 

Gherardin W. & W. Mt. Pleasant Primary 200 

Various Book Donations ACMT-General 472 

Legion - Southern Peninsula ACMT- General 600 

W & D Finance Biomedical Science 2,500 

Coates M Miss                $1,000 
Chandler Julie                 $1,000 
Moss B. Sen.                   $1,000 
Numerous Donors         $2,200 
Rotary Club Bal. Sth.     $6,500 

ACMT Nursing & Surgical 
  
  
 
Museum in a  Suitcase 
Project 

11,700 

Australian Legion 
(Victorian Veterans’ Council) 

Rural Nursing & Medical $45,000 

  
                 $60,472 

 Total Donations 
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1  Mount Pleasant Primary School Students, Sebastopol Bowling Club, $600. 

2  School of Nursing, Federation University Australia, $2,500. 

3          Pryor Visual Arts, Federation University Australia, $2,500. 

4          W & D Finance, School of Biomedical Science, Federation University Australia, $2,500. 

5 Rural Health Academic Centre, University of Melbourne, sponsored by the Australian Legion of Ex- 

Service Men &  Women, $2500. 

6. Graduate Diploma of Surgical Anatomy, University of Melbourne, sponsored by the Australian Legion 

of  Ex-Service Men & Women, $5,000. 

7. RIPERN Nursing Scholarships for Post Graduate Training of Nurses, sponsored by the Australian 

Legion of Ex-Service Men & Women, $40,000. 

 

        Total Scholarships awarded for 2013- 2014 were $55,600 
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          TREASURER’S / AUDITOR’S REPORT 
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L to R:  Dr Allan Donelly, Medical scholarship advisor 

Assoc. Prof. Andrew Dean, Medical scholarship advisor 

Hon. Auditor: Mr Gordon Brown (not pictured) 

 

L to R: Mr Michael Kent, Ms Gwenda McManus,  

Mr Roger Mitchell FRACS, Mrs Lorna Morgan 

  

 

Mr Bruce Clark, Ms Desley Beechey, Mr Neil Shiells,  

Mr Jock Prodger 

 

Ms Elizabeth Trudgeon, (resigned June 2014)  

Ms Shirley McIver, Ms Robyn Coates,  

Mr Arthur Coates, Mr Peter McCracken 

 

 

L to R:  Mr Ted Lynes OAM, Hon. Chair 

             Mr Rudy Novotny, Hon. Treasurer  

             Mr Roger Trudgeon, Hon. Secretary  

             Mr Don Moss FRACS (elected May 2014) 

             Mrs Marie Pryor  

             Mrs Winifred Gherardin (resigned December 2013) 

 

   MEDICAL ADVISORS    

TRUST COMMITTEE  2013—2014 

        TRUSTEES 

        WEBSITE 

The Trust website: www.albertcoates.com 

helps to inform the wider community about 

the programmes/scholarships of the Trust.  

The secretary, Roger Trudgeon, updates 

information on a regular basis.  
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CONTACTING THE TRUST 

 

Albert Coates Memorial Trust 

P.O. Box 2478 

BAKERY HILL  3354 

or on the website contact page 



Above: Jack Kane, 2012 

University of Melbourne 

Rural Health Academic 

Centre awardee, spoke at 

the Oration Dinner. 

 

           COATES ORATION DINNER  and  SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATIONS 

The annual Coates Oration Dinner was held on  24th October, 2013 at the Court House Theatre, SMB 

Campus, Federation University Australia.  Dr Rosalind Hearder presented the Oration.    

 

L to R: Felizitas Wansbrough, Federation University Australia, School of Visual Arts, Rainbow Silvertree, FUA, 

School of Biomedical Science, Matthew Payne, Melbourne University Rural Health Academic Centre, Tracey 

Hallam, FUA, School of Nursing, Ruth Clifton, Dept. of Health Rural Emergency Nursing awardee. 

The Coates Oration Dinner presents an 

important opportunity for supporters of the 

Trust to meet and hear from scholarship and 

award winners.   

It is a chance to hear from the recipients 

what a scholarship or award has meant to 

them in terms of their career and personal 

development.   

The university awards are judged on a 

combination of academic scores and facing 

hardship during their course.  Students 

receiving awards have often been dealing 

with very challenging personal situations. 

At the 2013 Oration, scholarship certificates 

were presented to students from  

Federation University Australia, including 

Felizitas Wansbrough, Visual Arts awardee, 

Rainbow Silvertree, Biomedical Science 

awardee and Tracey Hallam, School of 

Nursing awardee.   

Matthew Payne represented the University 

of Melbourne Rural Health Academic Centre 

programme as 2013 awardee. 

Ruth Clifton, 2013 Rural Emergency 

Nursing scholarship awardee, spoke at  

the Oration Dinner on behalf of regional 

nurses.   

Later at the Oration Dinner, Jack 

Kane, the 2012 Rural Health 

Academic Centre award recipient, 

spoke on his training and how the 

award had helped him.  

Ruth Clifton spoke of her 

experiences as recipient of the 

Department of Health Rural 

Emergency Nursing scholarship.  
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 Orator, Dr Rosalind Hearder. 

 

 

 COATES ORATION   2013 

The Annual Coates Oration, 

2013-2014 was held at the 

Court House Theatre, Ballarat, 

on 24th October, 2013.  

Dr Rosalind Hearder addressed 

the audience on the topic: 

Coates & Co., Australian 

doctors in Japanese captivity 

during the Second World War. 

Dr Hearder received her Ph.D. at the University of 

Melbourne on the topic: The experiences of Australian 

medical personnel in Japanese captivity during the Second 

World War. She won the inaugural C.E.W. Bean Prize from 

the Australian Chief of Army for her thesis.  

Dr Hearder indicated that there were many doctors in 

captivity, 106 in all, but Albert Coates was the one she 

highlighted in an address from diverse primary sources; 

diaries, letters and reminiscences.  

Her book: Keep the Men Alive, was published in 2009. In a 

very memorable address acknowledging the many doctors 

who served as prisoners of war on the Thai-Burma Railway 

she gave a broad account of the context of Albert Coates’ 

service and gave all those attending a greater appreciation 

of the terrible challenges faced by all the prisoners.   

The crucial role played by doctors has not been well 

appreciated in the past and Dr Hearder’s work has served 

to document  the ways in which they saved many lives and 

used very creative methods to treat illness, injury and 

disease amongst prisoners. 

L: Prof David Battersby, Vice Chancellor, 

Federation University Australia, speaking at 

the Oration. 

R: Win Gherardin (Albert Coates’ daughter) 

and Walter Gherardin in conversation with 

Dr Hearder.  

With reference to Albert Coates, Dr 

Hearder gave a very well argued account 

of the significance of his contribution in 

the wider context.   

Whether reflecting on Coates’ skilled 

surgery under appalling conditions or on 

his very adept leadership skills under 

pressure, the presentation did a great 

service in documenting the nature of the 

man and his achievements during this 

critical phase of his life.   

The Trust greatly appreciates the 

contribution of Dr Hearder in presenting 

the oration and contributing to scholarship 

on the history of prisoners of war. 
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     SCHOLARSHIPS  

Dr Margaret Pilling graduated at 

London University.  She is now working 

at the Royal Free Hospital in London’s 

East end. 

Dr Pilling was the recipient of the Albert 

Coates Memorial Prize, 2013, for the 

top student in the Postgraduate 

Diploma in Surgical Anatomy, 

University of Melbourne.  

The Annual Conferring Ceremony for 

Postgraduate Diploma of Surgical Anatomy at 

the University of Melbourne was held on 

September 2nd, 2013 at University House.   

Mariann Fee, Executive Dean, School of 

Melbourne Custom Programs made the 

introductions.   

The Occasional Address was given by 

Professor Ian Taylor AO, internationally 

acclaimed Australian plastic surgeon.  

Ted Lynes (Albert Coates Memorial Trust) 

presented the Albert Coates Memorial Prize.  

Trust members present were able to meet 

the students from the course.   

Dr. Pilling was completing an internship in 

England at the time and was not able to be 

present, but did send through her 

appreciation for the award via email. 

 

The Albert Coates Memorial Trust, supported by 

generous donors, raises funds for a number of 

student scholarships and awards at Tertiary and 

Post-graduate levels as well as two awards at Sir 

Albert’s primary school.  Amongst the criteria for 

the scholarships is a demonstrated ability to 

achieve academically whilst overcoming 

challenging circumstances.  

Scholarships awarded for 2013-2014 totalled 

$55,600 

Scholarships sponsored by the Australian Legion 

of  Ex-Service Men and Women 

University of Melbourne & Royal Australasian 

College of Surgeons 

Postgraduate Diploma in Surgical Anatomy —

Albert Coates Memorial Prize 

Value: $5000 

Recipient: Dr Margaret Pilling 

 

The Rural Health Academic Centre, University of 

Melbourne 

Top surgery student 

Value: $2500 

Recipient: Dr Hajar Hasan Kheslat 

 

Federation University Australia (Ballarat) 

School of Nursing, Midwifery and Healthcare - 2nd 

Year undergraduate 

Recipient: Scott Wearin 

 

School of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences - 

Jim Pryor Visual Arts Award 

Recipient: Minna Graham 

 

School of Applied and Biomedical Sciences - 

W & D Finance Biomedical Award 

Recipient: Deandra Tanner 

 

Value of each award: $2500 
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Department of Health Victoria—Regional Nursing Scholarships 

Scholarships for postgraduate training in Emergency Care Nursing and training for Rural and Isolated Practice 

Endorsed Registered Nurse Certificate (RIPERN) 

Scholarship recipient:  Bissy Ajithkumar 

L to R:  Rainey Chacko, 

Sharon Bartlett, Kate 

Mitchell, Bissy Ajithkumar 

East Wimmera Health, 

Birchip, Victoria.  Four nurses 

from Bichip have received 

Trust scholarships in recent 

years. 

An Overview of Rural Emergency Medicine 

From June 18 to 22, 2014 Roger and Elizabeth 

Trudgeon visited ten Western Victorian health services 

in the Loddon-Mallee and Grampians Regions.  These 

areas are the ones that either featured in the most 

recent round of RIPERN awards or will be included in 

the next round for 2015.   

In a number of the hospitals, previously-titled 

Emergency Departments have been re-named as 

‘Urgent Care’ centres, changing the expectations of 

patients and the manner in which medical situations 

are managed.  Centres visited during the trip were 

Wedderburn, Charlton, St. Arnaud, Donald, Birchip, 

Warracknabeal, Boort, Kerang, Castlemaine and 

Kyneton.   

At each centre five to ten Mentor leaflets and an equal 

number of Coates Trust brochures were left with 

administration, nursing or other staff as available.  

During the visits, Coates award recipient Tricia Kinsey, 

was visited at the Kerang hospital and this gave a very 

real sense of how the awards programme makes a 

difference for regional nurses.   

Over the past five years, the Trust has  

supported a range of emergency nursing 

scholarships funded with the support of the 

Australian Legion of Ex-Service Men and 

Women. Each year a different Health 

Department region is targeted and the trust 

works with that region’s training coordinator 

to promote the scholarships to nurses. In 

2014, Bissy Ajithkumar received the 

scholarship. 

To the Albert Coates Memorial  Trust 
Bissy was the recipient of the Albert Coates 
Memorial Trust Scholarship for 2013/14 for 
the RIPERN course (Rural and  Isolated Practice 
Registered Nurse) and will begin practicing in 
the next few weeks.  Sharon, Kate and Rainey 
are in the process of completing the course 
 

The RIPERN course offers the Birchip residents 
treatment of minor injuries, or simple 
conditions that can be managed from a nurse 
who can administer and supply a limited 
amount of drugs for clinical conditions 
including, basic infections, earache , toothache 
and abscesses. 
 

For Birchip residents it will reduce the need to 
travel, sometimes long distances to receive 
timely medical and pharmacy support. 
 

I  would like to thank the Albert Coates 
Memorial Trust for supporting these nurses to 
obtain the RIPERN qualification. 
 

Helen Barclay 
Campus Manager 
Birchip Campus 
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 LUNCH with SPEAKER    

         Wayne Rigg JP   and   Rev Bryan Nicholls 

The Coates Trust presented two fund raising lunches during the 

year in order to support the programme of scholarships.  The 

lunches in 2013/2014 were held at the Sebastopol Bowling Club  

and assisted in  promoting the work of the Trust and involved 

two entertaining and informative speakers.  A small raffle was 

held at each lunch with numerous prizes presented by generous 

corporate and individual supporters.   

The Trust thanks our guest speakers for accepting our invitation 

to speak at the lunch functions. 

The Rev Bryan Nicholls spoke at the 11th September, 2013, 

Luncheon on the topic: What does a Chaplain in the 

 ex-service community do today?  

He spoke on his role in Chaplaincy, gave a summary of how a 

chaplain serves a community and as a Justice of the Peace. He 

also shared some of his interest in military history and his 

travels to some of the former battlefield sites. 

With a background in the automotive manufacturing industry 

and service in the army in South Vietnam, in 1992 Bryan 

undertook theological studies and was ordained as a Uniting 

Church Minister.   

He was appointed to Ballarat in 1995.  Bryan is a past president 

of Legacy, member of Sebastopol RSL and Chaplain to several 

organisations. Bryan also serves as a Justice of the Peace.   

Operations Officer, Wayne Rigg J.P. was the speaker at the May 

Luncheon. He has been involved with aerial fire fighting for 10 

years.  He performs operational roles of Air Observer, Air Attack 

Supervisor, Air Operational Manager and State Aircraft 

Coordinator (State Control Centre).   

Wayne spoke of the practical challenges faced by fire fighters 

and growing importance of the aerial options now available to 

help fight bushfires. Under the title: Blades of Fire—Airborne 

firefighting. 
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Attendees at the Lunches: 

Left: Andrew Boatman, Sue and  Rev Bryan Nicholls, Kerry Jay,  Paddy Marshall, 

Shirley Shiells, Win Gherardin, Tony Minchin, Walter Gherardin,  

Major Neil Leckie and Kay Leckie, David  and Jeanne Karmouche, Jock Prodger, 

Robyn Coates. 

Below: Roger Trudgeon, Arthur Coates, Audrey Manning, Walter Gherardin. 



  

  

The Albert Coates Memorial Trust is grateful for the 

support of organisations which have sponsored 

scholarships and the many individuals who have 

given financial and practical support. 

The Australian Legion of Ex-Service Men and 

Women has been the most generous contributor to 

the Trust’s work through a major corpus of funds 

administered by the Victorian Veterans’ Council.   

These funds underpin very significant awards in 

rural emergency care nursing and training for Rural 

and Isolated Practice Endorsed Registered Nurse 

certificate (RIPERN) and a number of other awards 

offered by the Trust. 

 

In 2013, W & D Finance generously signed a new 

three year agreement to sponsor the Biomedical 

Science Award at  Federation University Australia. 

 

Since 2000, Federation University Australia 

(Ballarat) has been a key supporter in helping 

coordinate the promotion, selection and 

presentation of Coates Trust scholarships and 

awards.  

In presenting the Coates Oration, it has kindly 

sponsored the production of invitations, mail outs 

and other costs.  The Trust gratefully acknowledges 

the ongoing generosity of the University.  

 

Since 2001, the Trust has worked closely with the 

University of Melbourne and the Royal 

Australasian College of Surgeons in formally 

presenting the Sir Albert Coates Award for the top 

student in the Post Graduate Diploma in Surgical 

Anatomy.  The graduation ceremony and social 

gathering afterwards is a great opportunity for Trust 

members and Coates family members to meet with 

academic staff and graduates of the course.   

 

The Trust is grateful to Dr Allan Donelly, Dept. of 

Health, for providing professional advice on the 

operation of the Rural Emergency Nursing Award 

Programme and the  RIPERN certificate.  

In providing the scholarship programmes the Trust 

has developed a range of publications to 

communicate information about the work of Sir 

Albert Coates.  

Against the Odds: Albert Coates: A Heroic Life 

A biography written by Walter Gherardin. 

 

Glimpses of Sir Albert Coates 

A booklet containing selected articles on the life of 

Albert Coates; his boyhood, life as a soldier and 

surgeon, with extracts from his writings. 

 

Any Mug Could Have Done It 

Published by the then University of Ballarat. It 

contains the first two Coates’ orations and a 

history of the Trust.  (out of print) 

 

ACMT Newsletter 

A quarterly newsletter, edited by Walter 

Gherardin, which keeps donors and supporters up 

to date with activities. 

 

Mentor 

A new publication in 2014 outlining scholarships 

for health professionals and students. 

The Sebastopol Bowling Club continues to support 

the  Mount Pleasant Primary School Awards and is 

the venue for the Trust’s Lunch with Speaker 

programme. 

The Trust appreciates the support of the Gold 

Museum, Ballarat, where meetings have been held 

and administrative support is provided. 

The Trust has received on-going support in kind 

from donors of prizes including Sovereign Hill and 

other private donors.  

PUBLICATIONS 

        SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS 

The Trust acknowledges with gratitude the support of 

 all these organisations and individuals in ensuring 

 that the scholarship programme is successful.  
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The Albert Coates Memorial Trust   

presents the  

MUSEUM IN A SUITCASE  

 generously sponsored by the  

Rotary Club of Ballarat South.   

 

In late 2013, the Coates Trust received a generous 

donation from the Rotary Club of Ballarat South to 

develop a ‘Museum in a Suitcase’, based on the life 

of Albert Coates.   

The project was developed by Roger and Elizabeth 

Trudgeon through 2014.  Contact was made with 

the Year 6 Coordinator, Jenny Dyer, at Mount 

Pleasant Primary School and it was determined to 

allocate the suitcases to them. 

Two suitcases are currently being used by year 6 

students at Mount Pleasant Primary School, Albert 

Coates’ school.  

‘Museum in a Suitcase’ was introduced to the 

students in August this year.  It was exciting to see 

the enthusiasm generated.  An exhibition of the  

projects will be held at the Gold Museum in 

December, 2014. 

Students at Mount Pleasant P.S. 

trying out some of the contents 

of the suitcases.  

Photographs courtesy Jenny 

Dyer. Mt Pleasant PS. 

1st September, 2014 

Dear Elizabeth and Roger,  

Thank you for this miraculous piece of history that you’ve given our 

school to help us learn and understand Albert Coates. We were 

astounded by some of the things we found inside. There was so 

much information and we loved the way you presented the contents 

of Museum in a Suitcase to all the Year 6 students.  

We all found the hats and coats extremely fascinating.  Trying them 

on gave us a sense of what it may have felt like to be Albert Coates. 

We feel we have now got a better start on our scholarship projects. 

We are all excited about the scholarship especially being on display 

at the Gold Museum for the first time.   

The projects are going to be better than ever with such rich 

knowledge now available at our finger tips giving everyone an equal 

chance at the scholarship for the first time having the Museum in a 

Suitcase for all to share rather than relying on one or two library 

books, the website and statue.  

Thank you for thinking of our school and supplying the Year 6 

students with such wonderful information to inspire and help us 

achieve more than we could imagine. 

From the Year 6 students at Mount Pleasant Primary School.  

Yours sincerely,   

Phoebe Harrison and Jaykob Hilverts (vice school captains), 

  

Each case contains class sets of reference 

material on the life of Albert Coates.  There are 

copies of Trust publications on Coates, a 

crossword puzzle, research notes, an album of 

postcards (including 18 cards designed for the 

project) and books covering World War One 

and Two.   

Each suitcase has three military hats of the 

type worn by Coates, two lab coats, a surgical 

gown and gloves, a stethoscope, a haversack 

and photographs of Ballarat in Albert Coates’ 

time. 

 What’s in the suitcase? 
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ALBERT COATES MEMORIAL TRUST SPONSORS 

The ACMT wishes to thank these sponsors for their ongoing support of the 

scholarship programme, Trust educational projects and fundraising 

activities. 

http://www.sebasbowlingclub.com.au/


Albert Coates Memorial Trust 

ABN 22 346 252 276 

www.albertcoates.com 


